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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Gentle READER, 


T"XPECT neither Eloquence nor Elegance 

in this Performance ; for we have contented 
ourſelves with doing no more than faithfully com- 
municating ro the Publick the Narrative left, by 
this unhappy Criminal, in our Hands ſor that Pur- 
poſe ; without any further Addition or Embelliſh- 
ment than was abſolutely neceſſary to render it fit 
for the Preſs. If any ſhould doubt the Authenticity 
of the Facts herein related, we can only ſay, that 


the Curious may, if they pleaſe, ſee the original 


Manuſcript, as wrote by himſelf, and delivered to us. 
An extraordinary Share of Vivacity and Reſo- 
Jution characterize the greater Part of Neale's Ad- 
ventures ; he maintained the ſame Spirit to an un- 
common Degree, not only during the earlier Part 
of his Impriſonment, but alſo after having re- 
ccived Sentence of Death; and even in his laſt 
Moments his Behaviour was diſlinguiſhed by a 
ſinzularly decent Fortitude ; for the Particulars of 
which We mult refer to the Ordinary's Account. 


The PROPRIETORS, 


DEC 1 1996 


wa | 1 
in tha 
ſigniſie 


O F 
DENNIS NE AL E. 


Y proper Name is Dennis O' Neale. 
I was born in the Year 1728, in 
the County of Kildare, in the 
Kingdom of Ireland, and am de- 


nourable Family of the O'Neales*, who were 
formerly diſtinguiſhed for Power and Riches in 
the North of that Kingdom, but reduced very 
low by the Civil Wars; their Eſtates being 
forteited on Account of their Religion, Our 
Coat of Arms may be ſeen in the Tower of 
London; my Parents were of good Repute, 
but could not aftord to give me any Fortune, 


nor did they bring me up to any Trade, In 


my younger Days I took to buying and ſelling 
Hard- wares and Linnens; which Buſineſs I 


followed. about two Years ; but being always 
RB addicted 


* The great original O'Nea/ss of Jreland, were Sovereigns 
in that Country; the Name iticlf, in the o'd 1% Tongue, 
ſigniſies Lo RD, or EMPEROR. 


ſcended from the antient and ho- 


[ 4 ] 


addicted to keeping too much Company, my 
Expences exceeded my Profits. In ſhort, hav- 


ing ſpent my All, I then came to London to 


ſeek my Fortune. 
My firſt Employment here, before I became 
acquainted with the Ways of England, was, in 
the Summer-time, Hay-making ; and in the 
Winter I worked with the Scavengers. The 
Spring following I hired myſelf to a Gardener 
at Chelſea, with whom I lived almoſt a Year ; 
when I left him J ſerved a Maſter-Bricklayer, 
as a Labourer, for near two Years: By this 
Time I took Man upon myſelf, and was very 
dextrous at whatever I undertook. But getting 
acquainted with many of the neighbouring 
Girls, their Company, which I could not re- 
frain, became ſo expenſive to me, that inſtead 
of having Money to receive of a Saturday 
Night, I was always in Debt to my Maſter, 


and the Tradeſmen of the Town, for Cloaths, | 


and other Appurtenances, to render my Appear- 
ance agreeable to the Women, This made me 
reſolve to quit Che//ea, and come to London; 
which I accordingly did, and got a Place in 
Weſtminſter with a Biſtiller and Cheeſemonger; 
where having the Handling of a good deal of 
Money, I made ſo good Ule of it, that if T 
was given to Company before, I became much 
more ſo now. 

J kept Company with the better Sort in 
ſtrange Places; and if my Maſter refuſed to 


lend me Money, I made no *cruple of taking 


ſome as often as 1 FRoDgat fit, When no Op- 


portunity 


5 

portunity of this Kind offered, or that I was 
apprehenſive of being detected, as my Maſter 
kept a good Horle, of whom I had the Care, 
and conſequently could make Uſe of as often 
as I pleaſed, I uſed now and then to borrow a 
ſmall Purſe on the Road, to ſupply my Wants, 
occaſioned by a favourite Girl ; and though my 
Maſter was a Stranger to theſe Practices of 
mine, and that when I went Abroad I made 
a gayer Appearance than himſelf, in laced 
Cloaths, yet ſome of my Pranks were at laſt 
diſcovered among the Cuſtomers, and I was 
traced of. 

By this Time I had made a Match with a 
Lady's Maid, who is my prefent Wite *; with 
her I received about two hundred Pounds, 

which enabled me to ſet up for myſelf. I ac- 
cordingly ſettled in the Strand as a Cheeſe- 
monger ; and being thus furniſhed with more 
Money than I had ever before been Maſter of, 
thought it would never be Day; and my Com 
pany being generally approved of, my Pockets 
were ſoon lightened, which obliged me to ſet 
my Wits to Work in order to extricate myſelf 
from thoſe Difficulties my Imprudence had in- 
volved me in. This put me on many Contri- 
vances to defraud my Creditors, in ſeveral of 
which J ſucceeded ; but Demands coming up- 
on me ſo frequently, that J could neither an- 


ſwer, nor any longer evade them, I at laſt took 
B 2 Frenh 


„This poor Winn unhappily left Nova Scotia, where ſhe 
was ſettled in promifag Circamſtances, on purpole o marry 
Neale, whole true Chajacter fas did ut lulpect, 


French Leave of them by Night, and went to 
Rumford in Eſſex, where I ſet up a Shop, but 


was ſoon arreſted, and ſent to Chelmsford Jail, 


for a Debt of ſixiy- four Pounds. 

My Confinement there laſted about ten 
Weeks. It was ſome Time before I could 
make myſelf acquainted with the Ways of the 
Place; but by rendering myſelf familiar with 
my Fellow-priſoners, and ſpending my Money 
very freely, I prevented all Sort of Suſpicion of 
my Deſigns, though I was all the while con- 
triving how to eſcape; which, at laſt, I effect- 
ed, by purpoſely quarrelling with two of my 
Companions, Gentlemen in the ſame Circum- 
ſtances, on the Maſter's Side, that I might be 
rid of their Company. I, for ſome Time, 
would not ſpeak to them; but affecting to 
be out of Humour, went to Bed every Night 
before them, until an Occaſion offered, by 


the Keeper's being obliged to come to Len- 


don, with ſome Tranſports, One Even- 
ing, after treating the Turnkey and Ser- 
vants plentifully with Liquor, I went up Stairs, 
and placed my Holſter length-ways in my 
Bed, that it might appear as if 1 was there ; 
and that 1 might not be immediately miſſed 
by thoſe who came into the Chamber, The 
Scheme ſucceeded to my Expectation, I made 
my Way through a Sky-light, and eſcaped over 
the Tops of the Houſes: My Abſence was not 
diſcovered till Twelve o'Clock the next Day, 
before Which! had becn in London above three 
Hours. 
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Hours. This Exploit was performed in April 
1752. 

Here I continued for about three Weeks, 
till the Hurry of the Search after me was over, 
and then went to Ireland, where I ſtaid till all 
my Money, Watch, and Cloaths, were ſpent 
and gone ; which brought me back again to 
Old England, to work my Wits for more. I 
came to the Hundreds of Cheſhire, and 
got to Work for one Thomas More, for 
Six-pence a Day, and Eating and Drinking ; 
which chiefly conſiſted of black Barley-Bread 
and Butter-milk ; with which I was forced to 
be contented ; though, to ſpeak the Truth, 
having never been uſed to ſuch Food, it almoſt 
ſtarved me, till I found out the Ways of the 
Country. 

From hence I took a Ramble into Lanca- 
ire, and got Employment with a Bricklayer 
near Warrington, for a Shilling a Day. My 
Stay here was but ſhort, till J had got in 
Debt with my Maſter, and at my Lodgings, 
where I alſo boarded ; for which I was to have 
paid Three Shillings and Six-pence a Week. 
Finding my Credit worn out, and that I could 
not be truſted any longer, when Saturday came, 
I told my Maſter, (who liked me ſo well that 
he was unwilling to diſoblige me on any Ac- 
count) that I wanted to buy ſome Neceſſaries; 
upon which he paid me all my Money. I then 
thought myſelf Hong, not having ſeen fix Shil- 
lings of my own Money for two Months be- 
fore. With this Support I returned again into 
Cheſhire, 
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Cheſhire, and left my Maſter and Landlady to 


bewail their Loſs, which no doubt they did 

very bitterly ; for in that Country they love 
Money better than God. 

It was now Harveſt-time, when I came again 

to my old Village in Che/h:re, and hired myſelf to 

a Farmer for the Seaſon ; but when I came to 

Reaping, the Devil-a-bit could I reap then ; it 

was become quite ſtrange to me. Nevertheleſs, 


the Farmer and I made it up; and he recom- 


mended me to a Bricklayer, that both laid 
and ſerved himſelf, and who was building a 
Dwelling-houſe for a Miller. After the Houſe 
was finiſhed, neither he nor the Miller knew 
how to meaſure the Work. However, I hav- 
ing found a Carpenter*s Rule before it was loft, 
pulled it out, and meaſured the Work between 
both Parties, to their mutual Satisfaction, though 
I believe I did not come within three Rods of 


the Meaſure ; but I took Care that my Miſtake 


ſhould be to the Advantage of my Maſter. 
Every Thing being agreed on, and finiſhed, 
we were invited to the Miller's Houſe, where 
a fine Dinner was provided for us, of Beef, 
Mutton, Plumb-pudding, and Tarts ; and, 
Faith! I had not eat ſuch a Meal for a long 
Time before, After Dinner we fell to Drink- 
ing the Miller's Brown-ſtout, like Smoke, till 
we got very merry; then John Clark, which 
was the Name I went by at that Time, was 
defired to ſing them a Song; I readily com- 
plied, and ſung both my Maſter and the Mil- 
ler almoſt happy. Then the Miller paid my 

| | 2 Maſter 
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Maſter what remained due to him; which, 
according to my Computation, amounted to 
about ſeven Pounds; and I was required to 
witneſs the Receipt. By this Time it was al- 
moſt dark; and my Maſter having a high 
Opinion of my Honeſty, would needs have 
my Company to guard him Home, from 
whence we now were about four Miles, 
Accordingly we took Leave of our friendly 
Miller, and ſet out together, jogging on very 
ſociably for about a Mile and a half; when, 
all of a ſudden, I ſtopt my Maſter, and told 
him, I muſt have all the Money he had re- 
ceived ; but he refuſing to give it me quietly, 
I took the Line of the Line-pins, and tying 
him Neck and Heels, took Halt and left Half; 
then putting him out of the Cart-way, I de- 
cently took Leave of him for that Seaſon. 

This ſet me up again ; and away I went to 
_ Cheſter City; from whence I proceeded to Bir- 
uni onge where I arrived ſafe, after a Jour- 

ney of four Days, in which I had ſpent fo 
freely of the Bricklayer's three Pounds ten Shil- 
lings on the Road, that it was pretty near gone 
when I came thither. However, I ſoon got 
into Buſineſs there, at Striking, in the making 
Latches and Catches, in which I continued 
about three Weeks, till I became tired of the 
Blackſmith's Trade; fo I took an Opportunity 
one Sunday Night to come towards London, 
only making in my Way a Coat, Waiſtcoat, 
and a Pair of Leather Breeches. The Coat 1 


told for ſixteen Shillings at Coventry, which 
made 


made me again frong in Caſh. Here J agreed 
with the Stage-coachman for eight Shillings to 
let me ride to Town with him upon the Box; 
which I did, till we came to St. Alban's, where 
I told the Coachman, that I did not care to 
dine, and would therefore walk before ; which 
he ſaid I might, if I pleaſed, for it would not 
be long before they overtook me. I thought 
to myſelf the eight Shillings would be 
of Service to me, when the Coachman was 
not in my Company; ſo I retreated to a little 
bye Alehouſe, where I dined, and ſtaid till the 
Coach was gone far enough before me, when 
I purſued my Journey on Foot, without meet- 
ing with any Accident till I came to Barnet. 

Here I was taken up, and detained, for ſe- 
cretly carrying Fire-Arms ; for I had a large 
Horſe-Piſto] under my Frock ; but, by giving 


myſelf the Airs of a Man of Conſequence, and 


having ſome Knowledge of the Landlord at 


the Red-Lyon, I was diſmiſſed. From whence - 


I came Home, where I found my Wife brought 
to-bed of a Daughter, who, every-boy ſaid, 


was extremely like its Father; but my Mind 


was more intent upon the Means of finding 
Money to maintain her, than to take much 
Notice of the Child. I had ſpent very freely 
upon the Road, ſo that I bad but little 
left ; and, as I was unwilling to make any body 
acquainted with my Neceſſities, I uſed to go 
out of a Night, and thereby ſupply my Pocket. 

My Family were entirely ignorant of my 
Proceedings, till at laſt, being out one Night 


in 


i K n * 1 r . — — DEED _ ln A — 
3 Woe , 85 8 Mb. - Bs N 4 "KM * . ” N 2 5 ed 2 3 * - 8 E205 09 SOA * FO 2 5 T 
3 oh F ans th cor i SL EC he be RIES, 22 Y 4 E 88 „ Wo. a EE > 8 . 93 5 * - 
©) ev EIS ns Foe x b 4 8 8 "I 3 8 n 2 Reta = T 5 ** oy — N 
: ho 1 D 7 SS 5 8 4 y w * 


11 


in the middle Field of Szepney, ſeeking my 
Prey, like other unfortunate Men, I happened 
to be ſtopped by two Foot-pads, who demanded 
my Money; but I told them, if they would 
have it they muſt fight for it ; accordingly 
ſeveral bard Words and Oaths paſled between 
us, but no Fire; till at laſt I took their Arms 
from them, though without hurting them &. 
Theſe proved to be Thomas Macſheen and 
John M hiſin, with whom I agreed to join 
Company; and we went out together as long 


they lived. 


The firſt Exploit we were jointly engaged 
in, was the attacking a Poſt-Chaiſe in Deptford 
Road, when the Gentleman therein having a 
Blunderbuſs, put it out of the Window, My 
two good Companions, as ſoon as they ſaw 


the Piece, the one of them jumped over the 


Ditch, and the other fell into it, and left poor 


Pill-garlick at the Head of the Horſes, in this 


Man's Power ; but he ſoon found that he was 
miſtaken; for I made him throw his Blun- 
derbuſs out of the Chaiſe, and robbed him of 

about nine Pounds; after which I gave him 
his Piece again, and wiſhed him a good Night. 
I then went in Purſuit of my Comrades ; and 


when T came near them, I ſwore, and they 


ran, (thinking I ſhould ſhot them) till J fell 


down with Laughing. I called to them, but 
PR they 


* There are evident Marks of Neal's Vanity in this and other 
Parts of his Narrative, in which he is very fond of ſetting forth 
hu. own Valour and Bravery ; ſometimes, it is to be feared, at 
the Expeuce oi Iiuth, 


_ 


they were very loth to come; but when they 

faw the Gold, they were very well pleaſed, 

and would do any Thing I defired. Upon | 

which we went Home to our Rendezvous. 5 | 
Soon after we robbed ſeven People in Com- | 

pany, near the New Br:dge in Surry, and in i | 

Lambeth-ftreet a Man and a Woman; from 

whence we went again to the New Road go- N 6 

ing to Deptford, where we committed the Fact 

for which Macſheen and Whiffn afterwards loſt 2 

their Lives &. | 1 
After this laſt Robbery, one of my Com- j \ 

panions went to Sea, and the other ſtaid : 5 

with me to cruize the Land. We often went 


out together on Horſeback; and Macyheen, } 1 
who ſtaid at Home, thought himſelf as good ; t 
a Man as I. Sometimes we went out ſepa- F 2 
rately; but when he was by himſelf I never J t 


could get any Money from him, though I al- ſc 
ways gave him a Share of my E ne, When I 
1 came Home. K d 

One Night Macſbeen and I were out | 0 
in ington Fields, where we met with four \ 
Men; the firſt Man that Macſpeen attacked b 


caught hold of his Piſtol, tript up his Heels, | b 

and then called out for Aſſiſtance to tie poor 1 
Tem. One of them had a Sword drawn, and a 
| | was going to ſecure him, till I fired a Piſtol * 
& over their Heads, and cried out as if I had m 
| more in Company, Come along Tom, James, t. 
John, damn them, we will E them att: Upon 3 
Which dc 


” By the Alitance of this thei ir gocd F. iend Mr. Neale, who 
Wa. the Ev :CENCE da. Al! chen. h 
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which I ran up to the Man that had a Sword 
drawn, took him a Polt over the Head, and 
knocked him down ; the others immediately 
took to their Heels, and ran for it. By this 
Means I cleared my Partner, and robbed the 
Man of his Sword, and what Money he had ; 
but it being dark we could not find the 
others. 

Another Night Macſbeen and myſelf ſtopt 
about fourteen or fifteen Men in St. George's 
Fields; but having ſo many of them to deal 
with, we were over-powered, and I was 
knocked down into the Ditch, in which, there 
being ſome Water, I waiked, holding my Pifſ- 
tol directed towards the People, ſo that none of 
them choſe to venture near me; whereupon I 
got out on the other Side of the Ditch, By 
this Time my Companion was made a Pri- 
ſoner, and they were going to carry him off. 
However, I bowled in among them with m 
drawn Cutlaſs in one Hand, and | iſtol in the 
other. I ſoon cleared my Partner from the 
Mob; but not till we had loſt, in the Scuffle, 
both our Hats and Wigs; but we made others 
before we went Home. 

As 1 did not like to be idle, I frequently took 
a Ride out by myſelf. Ore Day, after having 
met with pretty good Succeis on the Road, on 
my Return to Town I met with an Officer of 
the Guards, on Foot, with a Servant follow- 
ing him. Sceing the String of his Watch hang 
down, I went up to him, and aſtced the Way 
to ſome neighbouring Place, When I imme- 

E 2 diately 


[ 1 * 
diately clapped a Piſtol to his Head, and ſwore 
I would blow his Brains out, if he did not 
immediately deliver his Watch and Sword; 
which he very quietly complied with, The 
ſame Evening I met a Lady * in a Chair, in 
Parhament Air cet, Vith two Footmen carry ing 
Flambeaux, about Seven O'Clock, while Hun- 

dreds were paſſing and repaſſing. However, 
as I neither wanted Courage nor Conduct, I 
ſtopt the Chairmen, and made the Lady give 
me her Money, and got ſafe Home. 

Once upon a Time, after having robbed 
the. Luton, and other Coaches near Barnet, 
early in the Morning, I put up at the Bull 
at St. Alban's, and aſked for ſomething for 
Dinner ; my Landlady told me, a Leg of Mut- 
ton was going up to two or three Gentlemen; 
upon which I defired ſhe would procure 
me Admittance to dine with them: My Re- 
queſt was granted; ſo we dined together, and 
the Diſcourſe chiefly turned on the Highway- 
man that had robbed fo many Coaches that 
Morning; to which I could not help liſtening 
attentiveily ; when they all agreed they would 
not be robbed by a ſingle Highwayman ; but, 
ſays J, You have got no Ar ms, How could you de- 
fend y cur ek es? They owned they had no Arms: 
Upon which I thought myſelf ſafe. IT accom- 
panied them a Day and a Night, before I could 
find a convenient Opportunity; but, at laſt, 
I robbed them with as much Eaſe as I ſhould 
have robbed three Childs: | 


=o ASS REY; CS ee "a 
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Hearing 
* Pais Lady is ſaid to be Miſs Cie vcland. | 
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Hearing that *. Ruſſian Ambaſſador was 
to come over Finchley Common, I dreſt my- 
ſelf very gay, to make my Appearance before 
his Excellency ; and wrote a Letter, the Pur- 
port of which was as follows : 


Sir, 
TI df re you would immediately order your 
Servants to draw back, or this Inſtant your 
Life ſhall pay for your Polly ; ; for 1 muſt have 
all your Money, your Watch, and Rings. 


When I came up with his Attendants, I 
addreſſed my elf to his Riding Gentleman, and 


told him I had got an Expreſs for the Ambaſſa- 


dor. He directly rode to the Chariot-Door, 

and delivered my Meſſage. I held the Paper 
in my Hand all the while, by which I was 
admitted to approach, when the Gentleman 
withdrew, and the Servants were ordered to do 
the ſame. When he received the Letter thete 
were fix Servants well mounted, with a Brace 
of Piſtols apiece ; but I being better mounted, 
as ſoon as I had got my Booty, rid off towards 
Highga'e; and they were not long before they 

purſued me, and ſo cloſe they were to me, that 


I was obliged to leap Highgate Turnpike, for 


the Man refuſed to open the Gate for me. 
However, I got through the Town; and go- 
ing down the Hill, in order to keep my Hands 
in Action, I robbed the H:ghgate Stage, and 
eſcaped victorious 5 It 


> 


® there is great Reaſon to think that Neal has magnified his 
own Behaviour in this Adventure, in order to give himſeif an 
Opportunity of boaſting as uſual. 
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It was not long after that I robbed three of the 
Duke of Cumberland's Tradeſmen upon Ep- 
ping- Foreſt, coming from New-markef, in two 
Poſt-Chaiſes, where they had been to put his 
Royal Highneſs s Houſe in order. 

While I was thus 2ndu/?rioufly getting Money 
Abroad, my two fooliſh Comrades were idly 
ſpending at Home, and babbling among ſome 
of their ofd Ship-mates, until their Fame came 
to fome of the honeſt Traps * Ears, who got 
into Company with them, and ſoon found out 
their Calling, and where they lived ; which 


was all they wanted ; for on Monday Morn- 


ing, the Second of April, 1753, the Traps 
came to my Houle at Rotherhithe, and enquired 
for ſuch Gentlemen, naming them. T hey got 
up to ſee who wanted them ; and as ſoon as 
they were at the Door, they grabbled them: 
Then poor I was put to my Shifts; but I had 
all my Wits about me. I immediately took 
to my Arms, and got out at the Top of the 
Houſe, where they did not know how to come 
at me; nor, in ſhort, could they tell where to 
find me, till a School-maſter in the Neighbour- 
hood, looking out of his Garret-Window, 
eſpied me ſtanding behind a Chimney, ready 
for Battle, if any-body came to oppoſe me. 
Says he, there he is. I, hearing the Voice, 
turned myſelf about, and preſented my Piſtol 
directly at the School- maſter; when the poor 
Man, greatly terrified, fell backwards from the 
* 


* Tuick-catche:s. 


an: 
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Window, inſomuch that thoſe who ſaw him 


lying in that Poſture thought he had been killed; 


nor did he recover himſelf of the Fright for 
above a Month afterwards. Being diſcovered, I 
thought fit to face, and determined to fight 
them manfully ; ſo 1 told them I had but one 
Life to loſe, and I ſhould have three or four 
of their's for it. They fired ſome Shot at me, 


but to no Purpoſe ; for I was reſolved not to 


be taken alive; which I let them know; ſo at 
length it was agreed that I ſhould ſurrender, 
upon Condition of having my Life ſaved * that 
Time; which I accordingly did to Mr. 7obrn- 


/on the High-Conſtable of that Pariſh, I 


would not give the Traps the Honour of ſtrik- 
ing my Colours to them, whoſe Names were 
Mitchel, Standley, V. elch, and Mark Spiels; 
which laſt has made his Exit, before me, at the 
old Tree, where the other three will follow in 
their Turns; for when Thief- taking fails them, 
they go upon their old low-life Way of Shop- 
lifting, or upon the Sneak ; ſo that they all 
find the fame Way Home at laſt. I have had 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing one go already, and I hope 
my Friends will ſee the others ſoon follow. 
After our Trials at Croydon , I was diſ- 
charged ; but a Detainer being lodged againſt 
me tor the Debt I was /addled with at Chelmſ- 


Jord, was ſent back to the New Jail, where 


I con- 


. By turning Evidence 1 his Accomplices. 
+ Neal: was aomitted an Hvidence at Croydon againfl Machicn 
and /in, who were both convicted and ex ecuted. 
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I continued very contentedly for four Months, 
until one John Humphries was committed to 
the ſame Place for ſtealing Corn, (a low-life 
Die,; ) and one Fames Jones, for Horle ſtealing. 
They coming on the Maſter's Side lay in my 
Room. Humphries had been at me a long 
Time to break Jail, before Jones came in; 
but when they were together, the one being 
afraid he ſhould be hanged, and the other that 
he ſhould be tranſported ; I was at laſt prevail'd 


on, by their joint Perſuaſion, to come into their 


Scheme ; we were all three ſworn to be true to 
cach other, by John Humphries. Now the 
Time was appointed &, *, and every Thing in rea- 
dineſs, when this Humphries being a ſcabby 
Sheep, ſpoiled the Flock. He diſcovered our 
Deſign to the Keeper, to get his Intereſt to fave 
him from the Lagg T, which he did thereby, 
and may thank him for his eſcaping the Pu- 
niſhment which he ſo richly deſerved. But 
poor Pill-garlick ſuffered for it ; for they came 


at the very Time we were breaking out, and 


took all our Inſtruments from us, which were 
very good ones; and the next Morning ] was 
chained down to the Boards, where I remained 
till the Aſſizes |, which were ſeven Weeks after, 
when I was cleared by a Proclamation of Court. 

No ſooner was I at Liberty than I applied 
to my old Trade. The very firſt Venture I 


made was worth about 8 or 9 Pounds, This 


{et 


For 7uly 13, 1753. 
+ Trauſportation. 
8 dee a particular Account of this Attempt in the appendix. 
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ſet me up frong, cloathed me, and bought me 
ſome working Tools fit for 1-ufineſs, which I 
purſued with great Induſtry, where-ever any 
Opportunity offered of making any Thing 
by it. 

"Dk from Hampſtead one Evening, 
where I had been merry-making, I ſaw a 
Diſtiller's Servant, as he appeared to me, on 


Horſe-back, with Caſks on each Side of the 


Horie. The Horle ſeeming fit for a Night's 
Buſineſs, I made the Man diſmount, trolled 
the Caſks into the Road, and borrowed the Horſe, 
firſt enquiring who he belonged to ; giving the 
Man an Aſſurance, that the Horie ſhould be 
ſent Home in a Night or two. I then gave him a 
Shilling to drink at Mother Red. Cap's; but the 
Fellow looked damned fooliſh when he loſt his 
Horſe; and I was as awkward for want of a 
Saddle, However, I made aſhift to fit upon 
the Pad that held the Caſks, which was none 
of the worſt. I ſoon got a. Watch, and ſome 
Gold, going up from Kentiſh T Town to High- 
gate, out of a Poſt-Chaiſe, in which there was 
only one Gentleman; from whence I kept on 


to Finchley Common, where I met with a 


Servant with two Coach-Horſes, fo I changed 
Saddles with him, and borrowed one of his 
Spurs; which ſet me up for a compleat Gen- 
tleman Highwayman. I alfo gave this Man a 
Shilling, withed him a Good-night, and we 
parted very good Friends. I made the beſt 
Uſe of my Horſe for that W * and the 

D next; 


* Night. 
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next; when I turned him looſe near Alagate, 


where I hear the Owner got him again, with 


a Saddle into the Bargain, whey ſerved to pay 
for his Hire. 

Soon after I hired Horſes at the Angel Inn, 
in Broad Saint Gzles's, and bent my Courſe to 


Hounſlow-Heath, where I met with a good 


deal of Buſineſs; but was at laſt ſo cloſely pur- 
ſued by a Nobleman's Servant and a Farmer, 
that I was obliged to take to the River Thames, 
and to ſwim my Mare croſs it. My Purſuers 
were afraid to follow ; but went round by 
Kingſton-Bridge, with an Intention to meet, 
or overtake me, on the other Side. I had got 
ſafe over, though, as my Mare began to faulter, 


happening to meet a Gentleman mounted on 


a very good Gelding, upon Putney-Common, I 
made bold to change Horſes with him ; and 
then went on Purpoſe to meet my Purſuers ; 
which I did oppoſite to Putney Bowling-green 


Houſe. They aſked me, if I had met ſuch a 
Horſe and Man, deſcribing myſelf, and the 


Mare I had juſt parted with. I told them, I 
had, at Wandſworth, Upon which they did 
not think it proper to follow any further. I 
continued travelling, and had a good deal of 
Diſcourſe with them, until they came to where 
the Man hangs in Chains on this Side Kng- 
/ton ; when I ſaid to them, Do you ſce that 
Man there? They replied, Yes. To which 
one of them anſwered, Let us go a little nearer, 
and take a View of him, I agreed to this Pro- 


poſal ; and when I had got them them both 
together, 


L 21 


together, I ſaid to them, This Man has been 


a Highwayman. Ay, poor Fellow, cried they. 
Why then, ſaid I again, would you purſue one 


with ſo much spite? With that I pulled a 
large Piſtol from under my Coat, and com- 
manded them to diſmount ; and though they 
had both Arms, the Farmer a long Gun, and 
the Servant Piſtols, I obliged them to comply ; ; 
the former of which I broke againſt the Gal- 
lows; but the latter I reſerved for a better Pur- 


poſe; after which I robbed them of all their 
Money, and got ſafe to London. 


One Night, coming from Uxbr:dge, I ſpoke 
with ſeveral Carriages on that Road ; among 
which was a Coach, with ſome Ladies in it; 
who told me they had loſt all their Money at 


Cards. Nevertheleſs, I got about three Pounds, 


a Watch, and ſome other Things. They of- 
fered me their Capuchins ; which I refuſed ; 
and parted from them good Friends. After 
which I called at an Alehouſe for a Glaſs of 
Brandy; the Landlord came himſelf to ſerve 
me ; when perceiving that he had a Watch, I 
called him aſide, and deſired he would hold 
my Horſe while I made Water; I accordingly 
diſmounted ; but as ſoon as the Landlord had 


hold of my Bridle, I clapped a Piſtol to his 


Breaſt, and demanded his Watch and Money. 
The Man was very much frightened ; but J 
eaſed him of both, to the Amount of about 
fix Pounds, beſides bis Watch; then jumped 
upon my Horſe, and very complaiſantly wiſhed 


him a oo Night. 
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Going to WWey-hill F air, J overtook four 


Horſemen, at about 4 Miles Diſtance from 
Bagſbot, and, in the Courſe of Con verſa- 
tion, made a Match with one of them, to run 
to Bag ſbot for a Crown Bowl of Punch; but 
as ſoon as I found myſelf out of Danger of be- 
ing interrupted by the others, I ſtopped the 
Man, and toox from him abcut ten Pounds, 
then flipped his Bridle, and made off croſs the 
Country, No doubt but the Man gave his 
Companions a deplorable Account how fool- 
iſhly he had been taken in to loſe his Money. 
Returning one Day from an Oxford Ram- 


ble, I put up at an Inn on the Road, in order 


to refreſh myſelf and Horſe, Soon after 
came up a Coach-and-Six, in which was a 


Gentleman, his Lady, and Daughter, with 


ſeveral Attendants. They ordered a Dinner to 
be got ready with all Expedition, for they in- 
tended to reach London that Evening. The 
Landlady told them, there was a young Gen- 
tleman come in who was alfo in a Hurry, and 
aſked their Permiſflon for me to dine with 
them, as it would ſave ſome Trouble, and en- 
able her to make the more Haſte with what 
they wanted. The Propoſal was immediately 
accepted of, and I was aſked into their Room. 


The Waiter came to inform me of it in 


the Stable, where I was taking a View of 
their Men and Horſes, and making ſuch 
Enquiries as might beſt an{wer my Purpoſe. 
I ſoon found the Servants were all green Coun- 
try Fellows. After having tatisfied myſelf with 
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the Knowledge of thoſe Particulars 1 deſired, 
I waited on the Gentry, and din'd with 'em. 


Dinner being over, the old Gentleman and I 


crack'd a Bottle; and, among other Things, 
he aſked me how far I had been in that Coun- 
try; to which | replied, that I had been far- 
ther into the Welt, to receive the Rents of a 
little Eſtate that belonged to me. Both the 
Gentleman and Ladies ſcemed fo well pleaſed 
with my Converſation, that they would have 
had my Company in the Coach with them; 
but this I thought proper to refuſe ; tell- 
ing them, it might be ſome Hindrance to me; 
beſides which, in caſe of an Attack, I was bet- 
ter prepared to defend myſelf, and aſſiſt them, 


while on Horſe-back. The Horſes were or- 


dered to be put to, and out we ſet. I accom- 
panied them about three Miles, and then gal- 
loped from them till I was out of Sight. 1 
continued keeping on before them, to fix upon 
a convenient Place, as it begun to grow darkiſh. 
I maſked myſelf, returned, and met them about 
fifteen Miles from Town, where I fired a Piſtol 
over the Coach, and demanded their Money 
in a very rough Manner. The Servants were 
frightened out of their Wits, ſo that very eaſily 
took their Arms from them, and flipt their 
Bridles. The old Gentleman was very loth to 
part with his Caſh. However, I got two 
Puries from him and his Lady, which paid 
me very well for that Day's Chat. I gave the 
Coachman Halt a Guinea, and returned them 
their Silver, to pay their Expences to London; 

| and 
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and fo parted with them. But though they 


had given me a very genteel Invitation to come 
and fee them, I never was complaiſant enough 
to comply with it, 

After robbing ſeveral Coaches and Chaiſes, I 


was one Night cloſely purſued from Maiden- 


head-Thicket, when perceiving they came up 
with me, I ſtruck out of the Road, and found 
myſelf under ſome Men hanging in Chains. I 
confeſs it put me in Mind of my latter End. 
Nevertheleſs, I liked their Company better than 
that of my Purſuers; ſo J alighted from my 
Horſe, made him faſt to the Gibbet, and very 
contentedly laid myſelf down, and took a com- 
fortable Nap of about four Hours, till the Noiſe 
af ſome Coaches awakened me. I preſently 
ſtarted up, got on Horſeback, and robbed the 
Coaches, from whom I took a pretty good 
Booty; after which I rid quietly Home, ile 
an honeſt Man from his Labour, 

Coming one Day from Epping Town, veil 
mounted, I overtook ſeven young Londoners, 
who ſeemed to me to have liquored their In- 
tides pretty well; ſo I bade them the Time of 
the Day, and ſlackening my Pace, we fell into 
Converſation; they wanted more Drink, which 
accordingly we had at the next Publick-houſe 
we came to. As they grew Pot-valiant, they be- 
gan to wiſh they could meet with a High- 
wayman, inſiſting upon it that they would 
take him, I obſerved'to them, that they had 
good Horſes; but, what would they do for 
Arms? O, fays one, I have got a good Hanger ; 
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ſo ſaid two or three more. The Diſcourſe paſt 
on, and they perſiſted in it, that they would take 
that unfortunate Man, a Highwayman. After 
we had finiſhed our Liquor, we ſet out again, 
ſome on a Trot, and ſome on a Gallop, tho? 
I always took Care to lead the Way. When 
we came to a Place upon the Foreſt, called 
Turpin”s Cover, J halted, and ſaid to them, 

This is the Place where the noted Turpin uſed 
chiefly to rob. Damn him, they replied, we 
wiſh we had him bere nov. Why, fays I 


again, thoygh you have not him, you have a 


ſecond Turpin. And upon that I pulled out a 


large Piſtol, and preſenting it to one of them; 
commanded them all to ſtop, robbed them of 
every Farthing they had, without leaving them 
as much as would pay the Turnpikes; took 
their Hangers from them; laughed at them; 
and returned back again without their attempt- 
ing to follow me. 

When it was ſo /ow with me, which ſome- 
times happened, that I could not afford to ri 
a Horſe, I uſed to go out on Foot by myſelt, 
and in Stepney Fields I committed ſeveral Rob- 
beries; particularly, it was I that robbed the 
Poſtman there, and borrowed his Coat, laft 
February; and though he put it in the Papers 
that there were three, there was no-body but 
myſelf, After taking his Money and Coat, but 
no Letters, I pulled out my Hanger, and mak- 

him turn about, I put it down the back 
Par of bis Breeches to cut the Waiſtband, but 
the poor Man was frighted, and thought I was 


going 
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going to cut his Buttocks. It would have made 
any one laugh to ſee the Poſtman run with bis 
Breeches about his Heels ; and glad he was to 
get off ſo. 

I alſo robbed a Yapping Landlady, and her 
Maid ; Madam, of her Capuchin ; and the 
Maid, 'of her fine Scarlet Cloak ; and took all 
the Miſtreſs's Money, but none fram the 
lad. "© 

Another Night, coming from Highgate to 


Iſlington, on Foot, I ſaw a Lady ſtanding at 


her own Door; I ſtept up to her, and, pre- 
ſenting a Piſtol, demanded her Money; and, 
taking her Capuchin and Pocket, made the 
beſt of my Way back again to H:ghgate, In 
my Return I overtook a Man, whom I told, 
that I had been ſtopped by two F ellows, which 
made me run ſo. Wherefore I adviſed him 
to make what Haſte he could, or he would 
be robbed. He thanked me, and ſaid he had 
juſt received ſome Money; fo we ſet off, and 
ran about three hundred Yards, til I found I 


was out of Danger for the other Robbery. Juſt 


as we came upon a Wooden Bridge, I, being 
foremoſt, turned about ſhort, clapped a Piſtol 
to my Companion's Head, and told him, I 
muſt have that Money he had received. 
The Man was very much ſurprized, and ſaid, 
Sir, Sure you are not in Earneſt ; but 1 foon 
convinced him that 1 was, by telling him, that 


unleſs he delivered that Inſtant, 1 would cer- 


tainly ſhoot him, So J got all the Farmer's 


Money, and made off over the Fields. 
| | One 
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One Day, as I was coming from Lambeth, 
I met with a Surgeon near the Dog and Duck, 
whom I attacked with the uſual Demand. He 
made a great many Proteſtations that he had 
none, and ſeemed very unwilling to deliver ; 
and told me, I might have Occaſion for a Doc- 
tor ſome Time or other, and that he would do 
me any Service in his Way. But I inſiſted 
upon ſearching him; when, notwithſtanding 
his fine Cloaths, and large Wig, he had but 
one poor Six-pence in his Pocket; which 
vexed me damnably; inſomuch that I ſhould 
have ſtript him, if I had not perceived ſome 
Company coming up. Upon which, I only 
gave him a Kick on the A—e, and bid him 
go about his Buſineſs, 

Being out upon the Sneak, I went into a 
Shop in Monmouth-ſtreet, and aſked for a 
handſome Waiſtcoat: The Shop-man, as 1s 
cuſtomary, took me up Stairs; after having 
ſhewn me one, and fitted it on, I aſked the 
Price; which, he ſaid, was three Pounds ten 
Shillings. I thereupon put my Hand into my 
Side-Pocket, and, pulling out a Piſtol, told 
him, if he made any Noite, before I got out, 
I would blow his Brains out. I then took the 
Key, and locking him in, walked down Stairs, 
and through the Shop ; where I was faluted 
with, Jou are kindly welcome, Sir. So out I 
ſtrutted in my laced Waiſtcoat, turned a Cor- 
ner, and got clear off. 

I once met a Few in Iſlington Fields, and 


aſked. him if he would buy a Watch; which 
E he 


1, 
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he agreeing to, we came back to an Alchouſe, 
and going into an Arbour, at the Bottom of 
the Garden, called for a Pint of Wine; which 
the Waiter brought. I paid for it, and told 
him, when we wanted him we would call 
him. I then pulled out my Waich for the Few 


to look on; who told me, it was advertiſed; 


and began to alk me ſome impertinent Queſ- 
tions, that made me think it proper to ligten 
his Load for him. Accordingly I caught faſt 
hold of him, and, holding a Piſtol to his Head, 
ſwore that l would do for him, if he made 
the leaſt Noiſe whatever, I then bound and 
gagged him, and robbed him of all his Mo- 
ney, and the beſt Part of his Goods, leaving 
him tied faſt to the Bench in the Arbour. I 
then walked odeſtly throueh the Houle, called 
for a Glats of Brandy, and bruſhed i into Town, 
where I gave a Porter a Snilling, and a Note 
to the Waiter, directing him to untie the 
Jew; who, in all Likelihood, will now be 
careful how, and with whom, he goes to buy 
Watches. 
During my Confinement in the New Jail 


I got acquainted wich 7h Hornibloto, and that 


Fack-Ketch-,ooking Felt Joſepb Reando ph, 
otherwiſe called Bulloching Foe, The Rogue 


went upon his Knees, and begged to: be et in 


to our Company ; Fob | laying he was ſtaunch. 
I took Compaffion of the ragged og and en- 
liſted him, thou h he knew as much of a Piſ- 
tol as a "000 does of a new Shilling; and he 
proved ſuch another /ounch Heart as ohn 
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Humphries; for he has don? for poor Horni- 
blow and I; turned us quite Cut 7 the Tef., and 
ſent us a cruizing into the other Mud; tho), 
vihen we ſtopt a Man, he was ways ready to 
turn our Stomachs againſt our Prize by his 
Cowardice 

This Fellow and I went out one Day upon 
my old Haunt Epping Forreſt; and in the 
Evening we robbed ſeveral; but I nad the rak- 
ing of all the Fund; * tor he durſt as well be 
damned as come near enough to any Man to 
Fiſk + him, 

The ſame Night, aſter Dy robbed ——— 
Bateman, Eiq; by Mood, ord Bride, he ſent 
his Servants to way-lay us at Stratford Turn— 
Pike. When we came there, I ſceing an extia-' 
ordinary Crowd :hout the Gate, could not help 
being a little ſuſpicious ; nor was I miſtaken 
in my Thoughts; for when I was endeavour- 
ing to go through the Gate, a Man made a 
Catch at my Bridle ; but I turned my Mare's 
Head about very quick, whereby he miſſed his 
Hold; and I immediately clapped Spurs to 
her, and rid off. Nevertheleſs, they fired ſo 
deviliſh hot upon me, that my Mare fell under 
me ; and, indeed, I thought ſhe had been ſhot. 
I tumbled over her Head ; and before I could 


recover myſelf, had a Crowd of People about 


me, {ome ſtriving to catch the Mare, and ſome 
to knock me down. However, I made aſhift 
to clear myſelf from them all, though, by Rea- 


ſon of the Hue-and-Cry of Highwayman, all 
| E232 Strat- 
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Stratford was in an Uproar, I ran, and they 
' purſued me. Going between the Rails, an 
Officer met me, and he, a Pox take him for 
it, muſt needs try to ſtop me; but my Fiſt 
was as nimble as his Eyes ; and I knocked him 
cleanly over the Rails. He being booted and 
ſpurred, the Mob took him for the High way- 
man. In the mean Time I got out of the Way, 
and jumped into a Gentleman's Garden, where 
I remained till about One o'Clock in the 
Morning ; then I thought the Coaſt would be 
clear. However, for Fear of being known, 
I pulled off my great Coat, Boots and Spurs, 
which, with my Whip, I left in the Garden, 
and padded it barefoot. When I came to the 
Turnpike, there were People ſtill upon the 
Watch; to whom I walked as bold as if I 
knew nothing of what they waited for. I 
told them a deplorable Tale of my having been 
ſtopped by ſuch a Man, booted and ſpurred, 
who clapped a Piſtol to my Breaſt, and made 
me give him my Shoes, and Silver Buckles ; 
which laſt grieved me the more, becauſe they 
Had been my old Father's, and it was all he 
left me to remember him. They aſked me, 
whither I was going; to which I replied, to 
Leadenball Market, and that I came from 
Rumford ; ailo, that I thought the Fellow that 
robbed me was gone that Way. By this Means 
I got clear of them, though I was forced to 
walk quite from Stratford Home to my 
Lodgings in Weſtminſter barefooted ; but I _ 
al 
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all the Funds upon my Stag for that 


Da | 
The next Morning I went to the Place of 
Rendezvouz, where I met with 706 Horni- 
blow, with whom I ſhifted Cloaths, and we 
agreed to take a Ramble to Guildford on Foot, 
to ſee an honeſt Butcher, by whoſe Recom- 
mendation we were in Hopes of being able to 
procure Horſes; for we were both too well 
known to venture to any of the Livery- 


ſtables in Town. Accordingly we ſet out, and 
were very well received by our Friend: By 


his Intereſt we likewiſe ſucceeded in our De- 
ſign of hiring Horſes ; but, after we had been 
gone a Day, it was buzzed about the Town, 
that they had let their Horſes to Neale the 


Highwayman ; and two being taken in Surry, 


it was concladid to be us two. 


Juſt as we entered the Yard with the Horſes, 


the Owners were ſetting out to look after them ; 
they were all amazed, and it being Market- 
Day, there was ſtaring enough at us; ſo we 
ordered a Dinner to be dreſſed, and in the 
mean Time I bid Fob Horniblow go and get 
a Poſt-Chaiſe, for my Heart went fitter- tat- 
fer; for 1 had Room to believe I was known, 
and 1 accordingly found it to be ſo. We 
had ſcarce been à Minute in the Chaiſe, when 
they came to grabble us: Bat being in the 
Chaiſe, where I had all my Arms ready, I 
bid them Defiance in the Middle of the 

Town, 
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Town, and ſwore at the Poſt- Boy, that if he 
did not drive on as hard as he could, we would 
ſhoot him ; whereupon he drove us clear off. 
The People at Guildford had heard of my 
Fame before, and were therefore afraid of us; 
by which Means we got ſafe to King ton. 

But this Eſcape, happy as we then chought it, 
proved to be little better than jumping out of 
the Frying pan into the Fire ; for we were in 
ſil! greater Danger of being taken at Kingſton. 


They had diſpatched a Meſſenger on Horſe- | 


back, from Guildford, to give Notice of our 
Arrival ; who was got there before us. I ſoon 
perceived we were diſcovered ; but being got 
out of the Chaiſe, I called for Plenty of Li- 
quor, and alſo bargained {or three Poſt-Hotſes, 
one for the Boy to ride to bring the others 
Home, for which I paid eleven Shillings : 
This was my Stratagem to get off; I ordered 
the Landlord to make another Bowl, which 
while he was doing, I heard him bid his 
Friend go and fetch a Conſtable ; which I made 
Hormblow underſtand, by pronouncing only 
the Word Flaſh; fo, without any Ceremony, 
we took French Leave, and came ſafely to 
Richmond, where we took a Pair of Oars, to 
carry us to the Naked Bey, at Mill-bank, on 
Sunday Morning; in this Manner we got 
clear of our King on Landlord, and left him 
to look for ſillier ava that did not underſtand 


Trap. 


been out till . Four o' Clock, without any 
| | Succeſs, 


One Morning my Companion and J having 


„CCC 


w VU 


L 33 ] 
Succeſs, dropt into Mrlz-end Road, where we 
happened to meet with a Bacon-Cart ; fays I 
to my Partner, We may as well take Home 
ſamething for Dinner; ſo we ſtopt the Man, 
and took the prime Part of one Flitch of 
Bacon along with us; it ſaved Money, and 
we were unwilling to be idle. After that, in 
our Way Home, we ſtopt all the Milk-Folks 
in Stepney F jelds, as they were going to milk- 
ing and carrying the Money due the Night be- 
fore; hereby we provided ourſelves with Mo- 
ney to buy Bread and Beer to nn, our 
a.. 

Another Night when we were out together 
in Stepney Fields, I ſaw a Man, well dreſſed, 
with a Paper Lantern; we made after him, 
when I coming up to him, with my Cutlaſs in 
one Hand, and a Piſtol in the other; he 
had a damn'd large Stick, with which he 
made a Blow at me, and if it had hit me, 
Woe be to me; for by only receiving it upon 
my Cutlaſs, the Stick was almoſt cut in two; 
but he ſeeing that I could uſe my Weapon as 
well as he could his, he cried Peccavz; fo 
we only took all he had from him, and wiſhed 
him well, without doing him any other Injury 
than breaking his Lantern. 

One Friday, having bought a Horſe in 
Smithfield, T thought it was proper to try him, 
to ſee whether he was fit for Buſineſs; there- 
fore took an Airing with him, and in the bye 
Lane, that goes to Pancras or Highgate, 1 
elpicd a Gentleman well mounted, but I ſoon 


got 
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got up to him, and demanded his Money. 
Tho? he was very loth to part with it, for 
ſome Time; at laſt I obliged him to comply, 


and made him dcliver his Money and Watch; 


which Watch was found upon the Sfag * who 


was Evidence againſt me at the Old- Bailey, 
where he was apprehended, and by whom I 


Was caſt for my Life. 


I have committed many more Robberies +, 


both by myſelf and in Company, than my 


preſent melancholy Circumſtance will permit me 
to recollect; till having made London too hot 


for me, I thought it neceſſary to retire into 


the Country: I was taken up at Vincheſter, 
on Suſpicion of having committed a Robbery 
in that County; and remained in Cuſtody 
there, till I was removed by Habeas Corpus 
to Newgate, and in Fanuary was tried at the 


Old-Bailey, for robbing Mr Rixton near the 
Foundling Hoſpital, whereof I was juſtly found 


guilty, and received Sentence of Death. 


Newgate, Feb. 2, 1754. Dennis O' Neale. 


* Randolph. 
+ At the Place of Execution he acknowledged the Murder of 


Needen the Carrier on the Uxbridze Road, whom he bad the 


Inhumanity to ſhoot. 
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APPENDEE 


The following is a particular and authentick Account 


of the bold Scheme laid by Neale (See Page 18.) 
and his Fellow- Priſoners, to break out of the New- 
Jail, Southwark; aud which was diſcovered by 
one of them to the Keeper, July ihe 13th, 1753, 
being the very Day fixed for putting their Plot in 
Execution. The Afﬀair was thus narrated in the 
London Evening Poſt of July he 17th, 1753, 
as communicated from undoubted Authority. 


AST Friday Night the following Felons attempted to 

break out of the New- Jail, Southwark, viz, Dennis Neale, 
an Accomplice with, ard Evidence againit Macſbeæen and Miſin, 
executed at Kenaington-Common, in April laſt, detained for break- 
ing out of the County jail of EHex, in April 1752 ; James 
Jones, charged with Horſe-ftealing ; 7 Horniblow, the High- 
way man, taken at lait Em Races; and John Green, a Black- 
ſmith, charged with the Murder of James Lowe, at a Publick- 
houle in Tooley-/ireet, Southwark. Neale's Wife and her Siſter 


(who is the Widow of the. afoieſaid Magſbeen) having, at dif. 


ferent Times, conveyed to them Tools and Implements for therr 
Purpole ; Neale, on F; ;day in the Afternoon, took upon him to 
ſwear all the Priforers ihat lay in the fame Rooms, upon a 
Prayer Book, to Fidelity; which was performed in the Nece(- 
ſary haue, + d at the ſame ime told them that Green was 
deputed to butcher that Man that ſhou'd dare to diſcover their 
Intention, Nowithgarding Neale's Threat, John Humphries 
(charged with receiving ſtolen Corn) being touched wien the 
Reflection oi ihe Conſequence, if ſuch a Set of reſolute Fellows 
got at large, came to 2 Reſolution, jull before they were locked 
up, to ditcover the Plot tu Mr. Johnſon. the Head Turnkey. 
About 10 o'Clock a great Nolle was made by gingling their 

Irons, 


- 


Irons, and a Cry of Huzza, Boys, which was done to prevent 
their Files, Saws, and Hammering, from being heard at Work; 
ſoon after Mr. Fohnſon tent up his Afiiliants, armed with proper 
Weapons, who tound that ſeveral of them had got off their Irons, 
and a arge Bar of Iron in the Windo ſawed ha]? Way pro'; 
and upon making S:arc 1, they found a new Spring-Lock, feveral 
Knives notched in che Manner of Saus; a Vizl of Oil, a large 
File, Hammer, and a Punch, wit: a large Quaniits of Jack- 
line, and 42 large Iron Holdfaſts, to drive into the W.Il next 
to Bridexbell alley, to ſcale the fame. Neale and Jones were the 
chief Projectors. Neale pronoſed to ra ſe Contributions, on Ep- 
ping- Foreſt, from Travellers, to enable them to buy Horles ; after 
which they propoſed to conduct them eve; feveral Gentlemen's 
Houſes in the Country, whom hey were to attack, and plunder 
in the ſame Manner as the noted Gregary and his Gang uſed to 
do, They are Chained down to the Floor, and a watchiul Eye 
kept over them, to prevent iach Deiperadoes from eſcaping 
Juſtice. | 

Neale had wrote the follo ing Note and Letter to Mr. Jenes 
the Keeper, which he intended to have left in his Anmartment, 
©iz. © J] promiſe to piy to Mr. Richard Fons, or Order, the 
« Sum of three Pounds, for Value received the 13th of Jug, 
* 1753, by me, RT 
«© DEN NIS NEAL E.“ 


© —— The Reaſon I did this Eſcape, was on account of 
« the Dread I had of being moved into E/ix; but by Gd 1 
« will pay you if I live, but J am poor, and ſo no more.” 


